
 

 

Addendum to the Administrative Plan for the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program  

COVID-19 Statutory and Regulatory Waivers and Alternative Requirements  
Per Notice PIH 2020-33(HA), REV-2 

8. HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM WAIVERS – HOUSING QUALITY 
STANDARDS (HQS) INSPECTIONS 

 
HQS-1: Initial Inspection Requirements  

Statutory Authority: Section 8(o)(8)(A)(i), Section 8(o)(8)(C) of the USHA of 1937 
 
Regulatory Authority: 24 CFR §§ 982.305(a), 982.305(b), 982.405 
 
The Housing Authority elects to implement this waiver and alternative requirement effective April 10, 
2020. The PHA requires an owner’s certification that the owner has no reasonable basis to have 
knowledge that life-threatening conditions exist in the unit or units in question instead of conducting an 
initial inspection. The PHA will conduct an HQS inspection on the unit as soon as reasonably possible 
but no later than the 1-year anniversary date of the owner’s certification. The period of availability ends 
on June 30, 2021. 

 

HQS-5: HQS Inspection Requirement: Biennial Inspections 

Statutory Authority: Section 8(o)(D) of the USHA of 1937 
 
Regulatory Authority: 24 CFR §§ 982.405(a), 983.103(d) 
 
The Housing Authority elects to implement this waiver and alternative requirement effective April 10, 
2020. The PHA may delay biennial inspections and instead require an owner’s certification that the 
owner has no reasonable basis to have knowledge that life-threatening conditions exist in the unit or 
units in question instead of conducting a required inspection. The PHA will resume biennial inspections 
by June 30, 2021 and will conduct all delayed biennial inspections no later than December 31, 2021. The 
period of availability ends on June 30, 2021. 

 
HQS-6: HQS Interim Inspections 

Statutory Authority: Section 8(o)(8)(F) of the USHA of 1937 
 
Regulatory Authority: 24 CFR §§ 982.405(g), 983.103(e) 
 
The Housing Authority elects to implement this waiver and alternative requirement effective April 10, 
2020. In the case where the PHA receives notification by a family or government official that the unit 
does not comply with the HQS, the PHA must notify the owner of any reported life-threatening 



deficiencies, and the owner must either correct the life-threatening deficiency within 24 hours of the 
PHA notification or provide documentation that the reported deficiency does not exist. In the case of a 
reported non-life-threatening deficiency, the PHA must notify the owner of the reported deficiency 
within 30 days and the owner must either make the repair or document that the deficiency does not exist 
within 30 days of the PHA notification or any approved PHA extension. The period of applicability ends 
on June 30, 2021. 
 

 
HQS-9: HQS Quality Control Inspections 

Regulatory Authority: 24 CFR §§ 982.405(b), 983.103(e)(3) 
 
The Housing Authority elects to implement this waiver effective April 10, 2020. The PHA will not 
conduct quality control inspections of a sampling of units under contract. The period of applicability 
ends on June 30, 2021. 
 

9. HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM WAIVERS – GENERAL 

 

HCV-1: Administrative Plan 

Regulatory Authority: 24 CFR §§ 982.54(a) 
 
The Housing Authority elects to implement this waiver effective April 10, 2020. The PHA may revise 
the PHA administrative plan on a temporary basis without Board approval through March 31, 2021. Any 
informally adopted revisions under this waiver must be formally adopted no later than June 30, 2021. 
The period of availability to informally adopt changes to the PHA administrative plan ends on March 
31, 2021. 
 

 
HCV-2: Information When Family is Selected: PHA Oral Briefing 

Regulatory Authority: 24 CFR § 982.301(a)(1), § 983.252(a) 
 
The Housing Authority elects to implement this waiver effective April 10, 2020. The PHA may conduct 
briefings for new admissions to the program using other means to include webcast, video call, or 
expanded information packet mailed to the participant. The period of availability to informally adopt 
changes to the PHA administrative plan ends on June 30, 2021. 
 

11. PHAS, SEMAP, AND UNIFORM FINANCIAL REPORTING STANDARDS 
 

b. SEMAP 
 
Regulatory Authority: 24 CFR § 985.105 
 
The Housing Authority recognizes that HUD will not issue a new SEMAP score for housing authorities 
whose fiscal year ends on or before December 31, 2020. HUD will instead carry forward the most recent 
SEMAP score on record.  
 

 


